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On Oct. 28, the US used its veto power to prevent the adoption of a resolution by the UN Security
Council calling on Washington to abide by a judgment in Nicaragua's favor delivered by the
International Court of Justice on June 27. Among other things, the World Court judgment
recommended that the United States refrain from supporting military and paramilitary forces in
and against Nicaragua. Of the 15 member-nations on the Council, 11 voted in favor of US adherence
to the World Court judgment, three nations abstained (among them, Britain), and one against. The
resolution presented to the UN body was elaborated by the Non-Aligned Movement, consisting
of 101 member nations. On Oct. 28, the resolution was presented for a vote by five Non- Aligned
nations. On Oct. 17 the Sandinista government requested an urgent meeting of the Security
Council to issue a resolution on Washington's failure to act on the World Court decision. Debate
on the matter began Oct. 21. Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto told Security Council
members that the facts demonstrated that the US government was determined to continue its
war of aggression against Nicaragua, and was therefore directly challenging the World Court
judgment. The recent meeting of the Security Council called by Nicaragua marked the 13th time
since April 1982 that Managua has requested the Council to consider resolutions denouncing
US aggression. Specifically, the Oct. 28 resolution contained the following two points: (1) that
the Council issue an urgent call to the US government to abide by the June 27 judgment to cease
"military and paramilitary activites in and against Nicaragua"; and, (2) that the UN Secretary
General maintain the Council informed about the US government's progress in fulfilling the Court
judgment as stated in (1). In a speech before the Council following the vote, US Ambassador to the
United Nations, Vernon Walters, said the United States vetoed the resolution for the same reason
it did so in July. The International Court of Justice, according to Walters, had issued an erroneous
and partial judgment of the Central American situation. He added that the resolution would not
contribute to a peaceful and just settlement of the Central American situation, and that under
certain circumstances, all UN members are not obligated to accept decisions by the World Court.
The US Ambassador claimed that Nicaragua has constantly complained to the Council instead of
facing in a responsible manner its problems in the domestic arena as well as with its neighbors.
He said that the people of Central America and the Sandinistas themselves know that the situation
is not simply a conflict between Nicaragua and the United States. Walters reiterated that "the
Sandinista government is responsible for the crisis" in Central America, because it has betrayed the
Nicaraguan people's trust and sought to subvert the governments of its neighbors. Once again, the
US Ambassador categorically denied that the World Court had the jurisdiction and competence to
produce a judgment in the Nicaraguan case against the United States.
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